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Dear Reader,
In a Garden Burning Gold began to take shape for me 
in the fall after my Greek grandmother’s death. My 
yiayia had lived a very long life (as most Greek women 
do—we have iron in our bones), and it had always 
been through her that I felt connected to Greece and 
to my family who live there still. Without her, that 
connection seemed to me to be slipping away. 

So, when I sat down to write, it felt only natural to 
dream up another version of Greece, one I could 
fill with all the things I loved and missed about it. 
Through Garden’s main characters, twins Rhea and 
Lexos, I got to see the view from my yiayia’s veranda 
again, and roll out filo with my great aunt in an 
ancient stone kitchen, and taste the stuffed peppers I’ve 
been trying to replicate for years.

But Rhea and Lexos are very much strangers to the 
country they help rule, so through them, too, I found 
those moments of surprise, of being humbled. Of 
realizing that, maybe, the tradition you thought was 
only your family’s is actually incredibly common, or of 
finding yourself locked out of a conversation, limited 
by how much of your own language you can speak.

 
By the time I finished the book, I found myself 
wishing I could have shared it with my yiayia (before 
promptly remembering that she would have hated it—
“Why would you make a fantasy Greece,” she would 
say, “when real Greece is right there, and obviously 
perfect in every way?”).

It’s my honor, now, to share it with you. 

Stay safe and well, and if you have a good stuffed 
pepper recipe, please let me know. 

All the best,

Rory Power
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1. What stood out most in the story for you?

2.  Do the family dynamics feel familiar? Do you 
identify with any of the siblings?

3.  Discuss Rhea’s role in the family. Why do you think 
she has gone along with her father’s orders? Do you 
think it has been a life she wants?

4.  Rhea sees Lexos’s plan to marry the Lakaris heir as a 
betrayal to their father, but he sees it as a plan to save 
their father and the family. Who is right? Who  
is actually being more loyal?

5.  How does being honest with each other about their 
agendas change Michali and Rhea’s relationship?

6.  Do you side with Rhea or Lexos? Did your change 
sides at any point in the story?

7.  How do you think Rhea feels about impersonating 
her mother, Aya Ksiga? What changes for her?  
Or in her?

8.  We see a family who is trying to retain its sovereignty. 
What do you think the family was like at the height 
of their power?

9.  The theme of loyalty plays throughout the story—
between family, between siblings, between consorts. 
What do you think the novel says about allegiances?

10.  What did you think of the ending? Where do you 
think the family goes from here?

D I SCUS S ION  QUE ST IONS



1.  Namouna – Ballet in 2 Acts: Valse de 
la Cigarette 
Édouard Lalo, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Yondani Butt 

2.  Beyond the Stage 
Dario Marianelli

3.  Xibalba  
Clint Mansell, feat. Kronos Quartet

4.  Very Sick Girl (Main Title) 
Thomas Newman

5.  Hydraulic Lift 
Jóhann Jóhannsson

6.  The Revenant Main Theme 
Ryuichi Sakamoto, alva noto

7.  Beyond the Hills 
Marco Beltrami

8.  The Starship Avalon (Main Title) 
Thomas Newman

9.  Arrivals N1 
Dustin O’Halloran

10.  Scrapes 
Bing & Ruth

11.  The Living Sculptures of Pemberley 
English Chamber Orchestra, Benjamin Wallfisch

12.  Tribune Tower 
Mark Isham

13.  Allerdale Hall 
Fernando Velázquez

14.  Two Figures by a Fountain 
Dario Marianelli, Jean-Yves Thibaudet

15.  Science the S*** Out of This 
Harry Gregson-Williams

16.  F.B.I. 
Mark Isham

17.  It Speaks 
Paul Haslinger

18.  Dane Tunes In 
Mark Isham

19.  Sagana 
Rupert Gregson-Williams

20.  I Wish I Had a Hundred Years 
Fernando Velázquez

21.  Frank Lloyd Wright 
Mark Isham

22.  Finale 
John Paesano, Pete Anthony, American 
Federation of Musicians

THE  P LAYL I S T

Inspired by In a Garden Burning Gold by Rory Power, this author-curated playlist  
will transport you to the world of Argyrosi. 

Listen now on Spotify at  
RandomHouseBooks.com/in-a-garden-burning-gold-playlist

http://RandomHouseBooks.com/in-a-garden-burning-gold-playlist


Meet this very special kit 

crafted in collaboration with 

CraftJam in honor of the 

release of In a Garden Burning 

Gold ! Complete with special 

embroidery patterns inspired  

by the book’s cover, you’ll be  

well on your way to stitching  

the stars with this high-quality 

craft kit.

For more information and to  
purchase your own, head to: 
craftjam.co/kits/embroidery-kit-

x-in-a-garden-burning-gold

EMBRO IDERY  PATTERNS

‘IN A GARDEN BURNING GOLD’ EMBROIDERY PATTERNS

https://craftjam.co/kits/embroidery-kit-x-in-a-garden-burning-gold/
https://craftjam.co/kits/embroidery-kit-x-in-a-garden-burning-gold/
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